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Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
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Eisenhower Expressway Improvements – Cook County, Illinois

Hillside Strangler Interchange Jane Byrne Interchange
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New north to west flyover ramp

Jane Byrne Interchange Reconstruction – Chicago, Illinois



Page | 16

Eisenhower Expressway
Preferred Alternative:
HOT3+
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Eight Cities

• Chicago
• Oak Park
• Forest Park
• Westchester

• Maywood
• Bellwood
• Hillside
• Broadview
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63 Noise Walls Feasible and Reasonable: 
16 Linear Miles, 5,190 Benefited Receptors
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46 Noise Walls Voted in Favor: 
12 Linear Miles, 4,027 Benefited Receptors
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

• 22 corridor advisory meetings
• 3 public meetings
• 7 noise forum meetings
• Agency working groups
• Community working groups
• …and more
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2011
IDOT Traffic Noise Manual

Policy also updated in 2011



Page | 36

2017
IDOT Traffic Noise Manual

Policy also updated in 2017
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Three Ways the Ike Influenced IDOT 2017 Noise Policy:
• Existing Noise Barrier Analysis
• Viewpoints Solicitation
• Alternative Barrier Materials
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Chicago Noise Walls

• Mayor Daley did not approve 
noise wall construction in City of 
Chicago

• 2010 updates to 23 CFR 772 
allowed viewpoints solicitation, 
and noise walls started to be 
approved
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Nine existing 
barriers

One proposed 
barrier for Jane 

Byrne interchange
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FINAL 2017 IDOT POLICY:
Existing Noise Barrier Analysis

• If the existing barrier is physically impacted by the 
project:

• At a minimum, the same attenuation line or barrier 
height must be provided where physically feasible. 

• Any additional barrier modifications are subject to 
the feasible and reasonable test.

• If the existing barrier is not physically impacted by the 
project:

• Any barrier modifications are subject to the feasible 
and reasonable test.
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I‐75 in Dayton, Ohio

Burnet St. in New Brunswick, NJI‐30 in Dallas, Texas
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Ohio T‐top Noise Walls
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FINAL 2017 IDOT POLICY:
Alternative Barrier Materials

• Alternative noise barrier materials and/or designs may be considered by 
IDOT and FHWA Illinois Division on a case‐by‐case basis. 

• Any proposed alternative noise barrier must meet IDOT specifications, 
notably the transmission loss specification. 

• Local cost sharing may be required for projects involving alternative noise 
barrier materials that exceed the IDOT typical noise wall cost of $30 per 
square foot. 
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View Across the Eisenhower –Oak Park

View of the Loop from Neighborhood
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FINAL 2017 IDOT POLICY:
Viewpoints Solicitation Timing

The viewpoints solicitation may occur in either Phase I Preliminary 
Engineering and Environmental or in Phase II Design. 

• If a project involves a Section 106 (historic) property, the entire project is 
recommended to have viewpoints solicitation voting in Phase I to fulfill 
Section 106 process requirements in Phase I.

• If a project has funding beyond Phase I included in IDOT’s five-year plan 
(Proposed Highway Improvement Program), voting can occur in Phase I due 
to the short timeframe prior to design.

• If a project does not have funding beyond Phase I included in IDOT’s five-
year plan, voting should occur in Phase II due to the long term nature of the 
project.
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THANK YOU!

Eisenhower Expressway FEIS/ROD Signed June 2017
Notice of Availability published July 14

Jamie Bents, AICP CTP Tim Kelly, P.E.
Huff & Huff/GZA Huff & Huff/GZA
St. Paul, MN Oak Brook, IL
jamie.bents@gza.com timothy.kelly@gza.com

Dr. Ken Runkle
Illinois Department of Public Health
ken.runkle@Illinois.gov

www.eisenhowerexpressway.com

Credits: Illinois Department of Transportation, WBEZ Chicago’s Curious City, Chicago Tribune, Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Google Earth


