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The Transportati on Research Board annual neeting provides a
t renendous anount of useful information onissues critical to
t he devel opnent of transportation nmechani sns of the future.
Many exciting concepts and wonderful technologies are
present ed and di scussed that will inprove worker productivity
and the quality of lifeinthe United States. However, one of
t he ubi qui t ous byproducts of transportation systens i s al ways
envi ronnental , community, and residential noise. Wile none
of us likes transportation noise in their nei ghborhoods and
hones, controlling this environnental problemhas provento be
a quite chall enging problemto solve.

Wth the advent of nodern aircraft, highway, and rail systens
a half century ago, the United States began an anbitious
research programon the effects of noise. At the sane tine,
aparallel effort was initiated to devel op the appropriate and
requi red national -1 evel noi se managenent policies. For many
decades, the United States was the world s | eader in both of
t hese areas. However, there has been a steady declinein both
of these activities for quite sone tine now. Although there
are quite a few specific instances where noise from
transportation sources has been decreased, overall noise

exposure continues to increase in our environnent. Recent
noi se effects research indicates that therew || be a conti nued
i ncrease in hunman probl ens rel ated to noi se exposure. Many

of the ot her devel oped countries aroundtheworld, particularly



i n Eur ope, have nade significant conmtnentstoaddressingthis
probl em The recent European Conmm ssi on Noi se Directives and
paral |l el advances in noise policies in Asia are excellent
exanples of what is needed to reduce comunity and
envi ronnental noise exposure, and the human problens
associated with this problem such as annoyance, sleep
di sturbance, hearing |l oss, non-auditory health ef fects such as
cardi ovascul ar diseases, and learning difficulties in
children s cl assroons.

Rat her than pay the ever-increasing costs associated with
transportation noise exposure, and mnimze nmany of the
benefits associated with the introduction of advanced
transportation systens, the United States needs a new
generation of community and environnental noise control

policies. This sessionbringstogether aninpressive group of

nat i onal and international | eaders from professional

organi zati ons and governnent agencies that address noise
i ssues. Theinformationto be providedto the audi ence during
this session can serve as a foundation for the devel opnent of

an agenda for the United States over the next decade on noi se
research and noise policy issues. Particularly noteworthy
wi || be the presentations fromthree | eadi ng Eur opean speakers
representing the European Union and the Wrld Health
Organi zation. They will discuss the new European Commi ssi on
Noi se Directives and the new Wrld Health Organization
gui del i nes docunment on Conmunity Noi se.

News reporters are wel cone at t hi s sessionandthe session Chair
can be available for interviews concerning this inportant
t opi c.



