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Announcing the TRB ADC40 2010 Summer Transportation-Related Noise and Vibration Meeting
Sunday, July 18 to Wednesday, July 21, 2010

Brown Palace Hotel and Conference Center

321 17th Street

Denver, CO 80202

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of ADC 40 Chair Dr. Judy Rochat, the 2010 Summer Meeting Organizing Committee looks forward to welcoming you to the historic Brown Palace Hotel!  Come make history with us in Denver, the Queen City of the Plains nestled at the base of the Rocky Mountains.

Denver is a vibrant, modern city that has not forgotten its glorious history.  Once a mining boom town and hub of the livestock industry, Denver is now a bustling seat of government and commerce.  It is truly a 21st century urban oasis that celebrates its illustrious (and sometimes infamous) Wild West past.

The Brown Palace Hotel will be our host venue.  A historic landmark, it has been in continuous operation since 1892.  It has hosted luminaries ranging from Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Ronald Reagan to the Beatles.  (Yes, the Beatles.)  
Although the Brown Palace is a destination onto itself, it is just steps away from downtown’s 16th Street Mall.  There, delegates and guests will find a pedestrian-friendly thoroughfare closed to private motor vehicles.  It is lined with numerous shops, restaurants and attractions, served by a free shuttle.  The hotel is steps from light rail and other mass transit options. 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) briefing will include updates on the revised highway and construction noise regulation and updated FHWA noise guidance.  FHWA and the Volpe Center will also feature demonstrations of the FHWA Traffic Noise Model Version 3.0, now under development.  
Our agenda will feature new and innovative seminars and workshops.  Delegates will have the option of attending a technical tour hosted by the Regional Transportation District (RTD).  RTD is currently designing and constructing a multi-billion dollar mass transit system, including expansion of the light rail system.  We will also offer two legal seminars on land use planning and zoning and expert witness testimony.  
Once again, our sponsors and exhibitors will present the most up-to-date information on products and services for your agency or business.  Their generous support has allowed us to present a tremendous, value-packed meeting program.  

For guests and family members, Denver offers a diverse and amazing array of activities, ranging from the cultural sophistication of world-class museums, Wild West history, and family-friendly settings like the Denver Zoo and Botanic Gardens.
Denver International Airport offers modern convenience and frequent service from throughout North America, with connections to many international destinations.  Denver is also served by Amtrak, and two Interstates, I-25 and I-70.  

We look forward to welcoming you to Denver!  If you have any questions regarding the summer meeting, please contact local planning committee liaison, Mary Ann Rondinella at (720) 963-3207; email Maryann.Rondinella@dot.gov.

Sincerely,

The 2010 ADC 40 Summer Meeting Planning Committee
Adam Alexander, Federal Highway Administration Headquarters 





Mariano Berrios, Florida Department of Transportation

Bill Bowlby, Bowlby and Associates, Inc.







Jane Burns, Paul Carpenter Associates, Inc.
Karel Cubick, MS Consultants, Inc.
Ahmed El-Aassar, Environmental Acoustics, Inc.
John Jaekel, HNTB Corporation
Aaron Hastings, U.S. Department of Transportation Volpe Center
Cora Helm, Montana Department of Transportation
Wayne Jones, the Asphalt Institute
Kevin Keller, PB
Kristin Kenyon, Federal Transit Administration Region VIII
Harvey Knauer, Environmental Acoustics, Inc.
Win Lindeman, Environmental Science Associates
Dana Lodico, Lodico Acoustics, LLC
Carol Newvine, Oregon Department of Transportation
Sharon Paul Carpenter, Paul Carpenter Associates, Inc.
Kenneth Polchak, Maryland State Highway Administration

Mike Roberts, Federal Highway Administration Resource Center
Mary Ann Rondinella, Federal Highway Administration Resource Center
Jill Schlaefer, Colorado Department of Transportation

Tim Sexton, Washington State Department of Transportation

Stephanie Stoermer, Federal Highway Administration Resource Center

Gabriella Yanez-Uribe, PB 

Agenda Overview
Sunday, July 18, 2010

Exhibitor set-up 





FHWA-State DOT meeting





Newcomer’s Orientation (open to all)





Delegate check-in





Welcome reception (appetizers and cash bar)

Monday, July 19, 2010
Technical sessions and exhibitor presentations




FHWA Regulatory and Policy Update





Panel on Noise Barrier Designs and Specifications







Buckhorn Exchange Saloon dinner (additional cost)

Tuesday, July 20, 2010
Technical sessions and exhibits continue





Option 1: tour of RTD FasTracks Project Sites*




Option 2: legal seminar on land use and zoning





Group dinner at the Denver Zoo 
Wednesday, July 21, 2010
Technical sessions continue until 10:30 AM (approx) 





ADC 40 Committee meeting (open to all)





Summer meeting adjourns at 12:30 PM

Optional afternoon legal seminar on expert witness      testimony*
*There is no charge for these activities, but due to limited space, delegates are asked to sign up in advance.

Legal Seminars 
Making Sense of Land Use Laws – A Key for Successful Noise-Compatible Planning and Development – Tuesday afternoon
There is much interest among State DOTs in encouraging local governments to consider noise-compatible planning and development (NCP&D) in order to minimize future noise impacts along a State’s roads.  There is also a need among noise professionals in understanding land use law in order to be able to advise or assist locals in NCP&D.  This workshop will explain basic land use law principles for the non-lawyer transportation and noise professional.  The workshop will explain what legal concepts you must factor into your work when dealing with local officials or when working on construction projects.  The workshop will examine how local governments formulate land use plans and policies and the legal principles which guide these processes; how local officials, state agencies and interested parties use the law and your work to their advantage with respect to project funding, design, and construction; and how noise control plans become a function of law especially with respect to permitting and post-construction noise compliance.

Expert Witness Law For the Non-Lawyer Noise Professional:  How to be an Expert Expert Witness. – Wednesday afternoon.

This workshop will examine your role as an interpreter of the past, present and future with respect to sound levels.  The workshop will examine how to be an expert witness during the public planning process (which is not adjudicatory and therefore not subject to the rules of evidence); the initial regulatory review process (which is typically held before the zoning board or a state board staffed by volunteers where it is characterized as being "quasi-judicial" such that the rules of evidence are applied but not in a rigid way that occurs in court); and lastly the court phase where there is discovery and application of privileges and rules of evidence.   Each forum has its own nuances of how to behave, what form evidence can take, and how can it be delivered to the audience.”  Basic legal concepts under the rules of evidence will be examined.  This includes how you establish that you are an expert; the basic rules which expert witnesses must comply with; what the lawyer wants of the expert witness; and how to make it easy for the judge and jury to understand your expert opinion when they lack education or experience in acoustics.  Examples of noise reports, answers to interrogatories, and transcripts of depositions and trials will be used as part of the workshop.

Both seminars will be presented by Mr. David Grayck.
David L. Grayck is a shareholder in the Montpelier, Vermont law firm of Cheney, Brock & Saudek, P.C.   Mr. Grayck has focused his practice in the areas of environmental law, zoning and municipal law since 1990.  He has lectured on environmental, land use, and zoning law to business and legal professionals in Vermont and New York.  In 2009 Mr. Grayck successfully completed the NHI Highway Traffic Noise course.  Mr. Grayck is a former Vermont Deputy Secretary of State and General Counsel to the Vermont Environmental Board and Water Resources Board.   Mr. Grayck earned his B.A. degree, with highest honors, from Marlboro College in 1985, and his J.D. degree from Boston University in 1990.  He is a member of the American and Vermont Bar Associations.

Call for presentations:

Please submit a title and brief abstract to Aaron Hastings (aaron.hastings@dot.gov) or Ahmed El-Aassar (aelaassar@envact.com) by May 14, 2010.  Presentations should be approximately 15 minutes, with 3 minutes for brief questions and answers (18 minutes total).  Some longer presentations may be allowed, depending on topics.
Registration Information
	Registration fee
	

	
	Regular  registration
	Late registration postmarked June 1 and after

	Delegate:
	$275
	$350

	Guest:
	$75
	$100


Delegate fee includes admittance to technical sessions, exhibit hall, opening reception, continental breakfast on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, buffet lunch on Monday and Tuesday, snacks, and group dinner on Tuesday evening at the Denver Zoo.

Guest registration includes admittance to the opening reception and Tuesday night dinner at the Denver Zoo. 

The Tuesday night dinner will be held at the Denver Zoo.  It will include a buffet dinner with soft drinks.  A cash bar will be available.  Vegetarian selections will be available.*  
Transportation to the zoo will be provided by charter bus.  The zoo is a ten minute drive from the hotel.  
*If you have any additional dietary needs, please contact Mary Ann Rondinella at Maryann.Rondinella@dot.gov.
Optional, Extra Cost Activities


Monday night dinner at Buckhorn Exchange Saloon    $55 per person


Includes dinner, soft drinks, and light rail pass.  Cash bar will be available.


Vegetarian meal option available.

Please note, the Saloon holds Colorado Liquor License No. 1 and is in a historic building dating from the 1890’s.  The saloon is famous for its collection of Old West artifacts and diverse menu featuring game, bison and beef.  The dinner will be held in a private, rooftop patio. THE BUILDING DOES NOT HAVE AN ELEVATOR AND IS NOT HANDICAP-ACCESSIBLE.  
Note: only 60 tickets are available for this special event.  We expect to sell out, so please order your tickets early!  
Guest Activities  
The Denver Convention and Visitor’s Bureau website offers a wealth of sightseeing and shopping itineraries.  Many attractions are within easy walking distance from the hotel or are served by the free 16th Street Mall Shuttle.  See http://www.denver.org/
If you are interested in participating in an organized sightseeing tour, please contact Ms. Dana Lodico at dlodico@lodicoacoustics.com, phone (303) 720-2355 for more information and pricing.
Guest registration includes the Sunday evening reception at the Brown Palace Hotel and the Tuesday night dinner at the Denver Zoo.

Guests are also welcome at attend the Monday night Buckhorn Exchange Dinner; tickets are $55 per person.  
HOW TO REGISTER:  To register and pay by check, please fill out the attached registration form and mail to Mr. Adam Alexander at the address shown on the form.

T-shirts are available in sizes XS to 4XL (please note your size preference).

To register and pay online, click here.      

REGISTRATION FORM
Make checks payable to TRB ADC 40 Noise and Vibration and mail to:

Adam Alexander

ADC40 Noise and Vibration

PO Box 16012

Arlington, VA 22215
	Delegate:
	Name / (Nickname)/T-shirt Size
	

	
	Organization
	

	
	Address
	

	
	City/State/Postal Code/Country
	

	
	Phone
	

	
	E-mail
	

	
	
	

	Guest(s):
	Name / (Nickname)/T-shirt Size
	

	
	Name / (Nickname)/T-shirt Size
	

	Total conference cost …
	
	
	

	
	
	May 31 or before
	
	June 1 or after

	Delegate registration
	
	$ 275
	
	$ 350

	Guest(s) registration
	(write number of guests in box & multiply)
	
	 (  $  75 =  ____
	
	
	(  $ 100

 = ____

	
	
	
	
	

	(for the items below, write the number of participants, including delegates & guests, who will participate & multiply)


	
	
	
	
	

	Monday evening Buckhorn Exchange Dinner (only 60 tickets are available, and we expect to sell out!)
	
	 (  $55

 =  ____
	
	
	

	(make check payable to TRB ADC40 Noise Committee)
	Total $ =
	
	
	

	Planned attendance for other events …
	
	
	

	(for the items below, write the number of participants, including delegates & guests, who will participate)


	

	Sunday reception
	
	
	Tuesday technical tour  (delegates only)
	
	
	

	Wed. afternoon legal seminar on Expert Witness Testimony 
	
	
	
	
	
	


ACCOMODATIONS

Brown Palace Hotel, Denver’s most superlative destination hotel! 
321 17th Street

Denver, CO  80202 

(303) 297-3111 

www.brownpalace.com
Federal government rate for all attendees!  Please reserve early!  $158 per night plus 14.85% tax.

An experience not to be missed!  Call 800-321-2599 and ask for TRB ADC 40 Group Rate!  

Conference rate will be available three days before and after the meeting!  Bring your family for the experience of a lifetime!  
TRAVEL INFORMATION
Denver International Airport has been consistently voted one of the top airports in the U.S. since it opened 15 years ago.  Despite some early setbacks (the luggage-devouring baggage system is long gone), the airport is now served by all major carriers, including low-fare carriers like AirTran, JetBlue and Southwest Airlines.

Please note: the airport is located 23 miles northeast of downtown Denver.  When you depart Denver, please plan to depart from the hotel at least 2 ½ hours before your flight time, or 3 hours if you need to drop off a rental car or check bags.  Checked baggage must be checked no less than 45 minutes before your flight time due to security screening requirements.  Summer is a very busy time at the airport, so please plan accordingly.  Please contact Mary Ann Rondinella if you need more information, (720) 963-3207 or visit this website: www.flydenver.com 

Getting to Downtown

While the Brown Palace has valet parking (for an additional cost), we strongly recommend that attendees consider using public transportation, taxi, or shared shuttle to travel to and from the airport.  Parking in downtown Denver is expensive.   Once you arrive, there’s no need to drive!  

The Regional Transportation District (RTD) offers convenient Skyride coach bus service between the airport and downtown Denver on Route AF.  The fare is $10 each way.  The Skyride buses have large luggage compartments.  The driver will load and unload your luggage for you.  See http://www.rtd-denver.com/skyRide_SubHome.shtml for schedule and fare information. RTD also has an information desk at the main terminal building at DIA.  
The 16th Street Mall Shuttle is a free downtown shuttle that operates seven days a week.  The Mall is a short walk from the Brown Palace hotel.    

Transportation will be provided to the Buckhorn Exchange dinner (3 stops away on the light rail), technical tour and zoo dinner on Tuesday night.
Exhibitor and Sponsor Information

Please see the Exhibitor and Sponsor Application Form for details.  
Exhibit Fee:  $600 including power outlet, table and 2 chairs. The exhibit fee includes one complimentary registration.  Additional staff can be registered at a reduced rate of $150 per person.  Registration includes the opening reception, continental breakfasts, snacks, Monday and Tuesday lunches and Tuesday night Denver Zoo group dinner. 

The exhibit hall will be in a spacious 50 x 58’ ballroom adjacent to the technical sessions.  Snacks and refreshments will be served in the exhibit hall.  
Reserve today!  We expect spaces to go fast!  

Exhibitors will be given information on shipping and exhibit requirements.  Please note:  exhibitors will be given their choice of exhibit location in the exhibit hall, in ORDER OF DATE OF PAYMENT.
If you have questions, please contact Mr. Mariano Berrios or Ms. Jane Burns at mariano.berrios@dot.state.fl.us or janeb@pcairnoise.com
Domenick Billera Memorial Scholarships
In honor and memory of Domenick Billera, for his wisdom and foresight in the conception, creation and establishment of the ADC40 Summer Meeting Scholarship Program.
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, the ADC 40 Committee is pleased to offer scholarships to delegates requiring financial assistance to participate.  
Please contact Mr. Mark Ferroni at Mark.Ferroni@dot.gov to obtain an application form.  

Email submittals are strongly encouraged.  The application deadline is Friday, May 14, 2010.  Scholarship recipients will be notified by June 1, 2010.  
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